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As I am reproducing Specialist page pdfs 
to present the text of this article–to reprocess 
everything would take many more hours than 
it is worth doing, as the text scan is legible–I 
will try to intersperse images ahead of the 
text to which they apply, along with notes 
as necessary.

In this instance, starting on this page and 
carrying over to page 2, Ashbrook discusses 
the Knapp 10¢ Double Transfer; however since 
then, that stamp has been determined to be a 
fake. Reproduced here is the image and the 
lot description from the 2020 Siegel Galleries 
auction of the William Gross 1847 Collection.

For this and other images, where nec-
essary, please use your pdf magnifier for a 
closer look at the images. JFD.

The United States Five Cent Stamp of 1847
By Stanley B. Ashbrook (From Stamp Specialist #1, 1939

Yesterday in the Stamp Specialist:

The famous “Knapp Shift” forgery.
10¢ Black (2), Position 23L, striking and 
enigmatic doubling of design at top and 
in parts of bottom, accomplished by ex-
pertly painting in the double transfer, red 
grid cancel, small thin spot, the famous 
(or infamous) “Knapp Shift”, which 
roiled experts for decades before being 
definitively determined a fake, numerous 
Chronicle articles have been written on 
this over the years and we will not at-
tempt to recreate all the arguments here, 
the most recent and best are Wade E. Saadi’s and Philip 
Wall’s articles in Chronicle No. 176, ex Saadi, 1996 P.F. cer-
tificate no longer accompanies.

For comparison, a Scott 2 
without any faked top or 
bottom “double transfers”
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[Note: Ashbrook subsequently came to the opinion that 
only one plate was used to print the 5¢ 1847s. JFD.] Text continued on p. 6
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From a 2010 Siegel auction of the Myerson 
Collection:
5¢ Red Brown (1). Reconstructed block of six 
from vertical strips of Positions 79/89/99R1 
[left column] and [right column] 80/90/100R1, 
containing Double Transfer Types A (Position 
80) [top right stamp] and B (Position 90) 
[middle right stamp], the unique “Ashbrook 
Reconstruction”, a block of six in which two 
verticle strips of three were rejoined.
The left strip was owned by Stanley B. Ash-
brook. In 1918, while viewing the Judge Rob-
ert S. Emerson collection, he realized that a 
similar strip owned by the judge had once ad-
joined his own. 
It is reported that only one other 5c multiple 
exists with both double transfers–a pair from 
Positions 80 and 90R–but the pair is cut into 
at bottom and right.
Ex Emerson, Ashbrook, Newbury, Dr. Morris, 
Mirsky and Middendorf. With 1980 Freidl and 
1983 P.F. certificates. 1996 Calvet M. Hahn 
analysis accompanies.
Estimated at $20,000-$30,000 it drew a top 
hammer price of $40,000.

For comparison purposes, from 
the Wm. Gross Collection, a 
Scott #1 without any Transfers

In the Double Transfer 
types diagrams to the 
right, the double transfer 
areas were darkened by 
Ashbrook.



Stamp News Online4 December 2024

5¢ Brown Orange, Double Transfer Type C, Positions 83-84L, horizontal 
pair, the right stamp showing the prominent Type C double transfer, evident 
in the framelines at bottom and lower left, and in the right frameline at top 
and “5” and “Five Cents”

In Jerome S. Wagshal’s August 1995 Chronicle article, he summarized 
previous articles on the rare Type C double transfer. It was first discovered by 
Dan Hammatt around 1920. Mr. Wagshal recorded a total of 13 copies plus a 
half-stamp in the left sheet-margin strip from the Newbury collection; two of 
the double transfer stamps are contained in pairs. He also echoed Ashbrook's 
theory that the Type C and D double transfers were created when the plate was 
reworked in late 1850 and were only part of the 5th Delivery from RWH&E 
in December 1850. This would account for their greater scarcity compared 
to the Type A and B double transfers, and it seems to be confirmed by the two 
examples known on cover, which were described by Ashbrook as 1851 uses. 
The distinctive shades also point to the 5th Delivery.

The parts of framelines of adjoining stamps in this pair are instrumental 
in identifying the Type C double transfer’s plate position. Specialists have 
known for some time that it must come from the fourth column, based on the 
Newbury strip. As this pair reveals, it cannot be a top or bottom row position, 
since there are framelines of adjoining stamps in this pair’s top and bottom 
margins. We successfully ruled out the right pane through a Photoshop overlay 
using the complete pane of plate proofs with “Specimen” overprint (Siegel 
Sale 1047, lot 103). We also ruled out Positions 14L, 24L and 34L in the left 
pane by overlaying the pair on the plate proof block offered in this sale as 

lot 29. Therefore, we narrowed the possibilities down to Positions 44L, 54L, 
64L, 74L or 84L.

The final piece of evidence establishing the Type C double transfer’s 
position is the stamp on the cover offered in this sale as lot 490. Its top margin 
shows the bottom frameline of the Type C double transfer [arrow, see also the 
lower right “5” in the Figure 4 diagram on page 3], and the bottom margin, 
although cut at an angle, is too wide at the left to be anything other than a 
bottom sheet margin. Therefore, the stamp on the cover in lot 490 is Position 
94 Left and the Type C double transfer [just above it] is Position 84 Left.

A Study in Plating
This lot, from the Siegel Auction of the Wm. Gross 1847 Collection, provides a lesson in plating stamps. 

Lot 490 from the Siegel Wm. Gross 1847 Collection Auction

From the Gross 1847 Collection, 5¢ Red Brown, Double Transfer Type D, block of 
four, top left stamp the double transfer, late impression from the cleaned plate, the 
original color was probably closer to Orange Brown but has since changed to a Red 
Brown–in an article in [this 1939] Stamp Specialist, Stanley B. Ashbrook describes 
the four double transfers that were known at the time; the Type D was discovered by 
Ashbrook in 1921 in the collection of noted philatelist Judge Robert S. Emerson; after 
publishing his discovery, serious philatelists of the day looked for confirming copies 
but were unable to find any; finally, more than 20 years later, Lambert Gerber found 
one–the top left stamp in this block of four--it is believed that this and the Type C 
double transfer were created when the plate was reworked in December 1850 and were 
only part of the 5th Delivery from RWH&E in January 1851; this would account for 
their greater scarcity compared to the Type A and B double transfers–today perhaps 
a half-dozen are known.  [See also the highlighted Figure 5 on page 3.]
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Post-Ashbrook Article Double & Triple Transfer Discoveries
While Ashbrook was aware of some of what appears on this page, he did not treat them as transfers in this article.

From a 2019 Siegel Auction;
5¢ Brown Double Transfer Type E, tied by “Boston Jul. ?” (1848) cir-
cular datestamp on part printed folded letter from Massachusetts Bank 
to Bath Me.
The so-called “Mower Shift” is named after its discoverer, the San Fran-
cisco dealer R. H. Mower. In an article discussing this rare position in 
the November 1976 Chronicle, Duane Garrett quotes a letter from Stan-
ley B. Ashbrook, which states “this ‘E’ variety is quite scarce, much more 
than either the ‘A’ or ‘B’, probably due to the fact that the extra lines 
were not cut very deep on the plate and soon wore away. I believe that 
we can only find the ‘E’ among the very earliest prints from the plate.”
In the Garrett article, these characteristics  are given:
Illustration 1 shows a significant, consistent plate variety of the 5¢ 1847 
issue known as the “Mower Shift” or “E” double transfer as it was 
called by the late Stanley Ashbrook. The chief characteristics of this va-
riety are double horizontal lines at the top of the “T” of “POST” and in 
the right arm of the “U” of “S” and a single line in the “S” of “POST.” 
These markings are clearly shown in the plating diagram in the late Les-
ter Brookman's The United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century 
(1966) at page 38 of Volume I.

Double Transfer E
“The Mower Shift”

Here’s that Brookman Vol. 1 illustration 
by Ashbrook and the caption

5¢ Brown, Triple Transfer Type F, clear secondary transfer of top frameline, upper part of 
side frameline, “U” and “Post Office”, the so-called “Wagshal Shift”, which is stated to be 
a triple transfer; only a half-dozen copies are known–discovery of the “Wagshal Shift” was 
first published in The Philatelic Foundation’s Opinions V book in 1988; the sole discovery 
copy (offered in our Sale 993, lot 134) was confirmed by a photograph of one in a pair in the 
P.F.’s records and another in a pair in Ashbrook’s notes; the stamp offered here was discovered 
by Mr. Wagshal in the “Elite” sale in 1989, and gave confirmation that this is indeed a triple 
transfer and not just a double transfer; Mr. Wagshal also confirmed that the stamp offered here 
was originally part of the pair in Ashbrook’s notes–ex Garrett (“Elite”), Wagshal and Saadi, 
with 2010 P.F. certificate specifically stating it is the “Wagshal Shift”.
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In

[As noted on page 2, Ashbrook subsequently came to the opinion that only one plate was used to print the 5¢ 1847s. JFD.]
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Figure 1, discussed on page 9

In Siegel’s 2021 Gordon Eubanks 
Collection auction in a lot descrip-
tion for an 1851 1¢ Blue Type II (Sc. 
7), the auctioneers clarified the defi-
nition of a Straddle Pane stamp, as 
follows: “Position 81R3, huge right 
straddle-pane margin and center-
line, clearly showing a portion of 
Position 90L3 from the adjacent 
pane [arrow], other margins large to 
barely touched…since the definition 
of straddle-pane has been updated and refreshed–a portion of the ad-
joining pane’s stamp must be present or it is an “interpane” margin–the 
vast majority of 1¢ 1851 stamps [and 1847 5¢ stamps] in Power Search 
described as straddle-pane no longer qualify for that term, very few 
examples have a large enough margin on the proper side of the stamp to 
actually show part of the stamp in the adjoining pane.”
The 1847 5¢ in Figure 2 qualifies by the current definition of a Straddle 
pane example.

Left, Figure 2, from the Stamp Specialist article and discussed on page 9. 
Right, the same stamp from a Siegel auction.

The block of 30 discussed on 
page 10, with a magnified view 

of a pair from this pane, showing 
the dot in the left ornament in 

each stamp and the dotted line 
showing the horizontal line of 
dots in each left ornament, as 

described by Ashbrook

Dot in “S” variety, 
discussed on page 11
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[See illustrations, page 3]
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Original 5¢ 1847 Plate Proofs
[See illustrations, page 8]
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The Dot in “S” Stamps
[See illustration, page 8]



Stamp News Online12 December 2024



13December 2024 Stamp News Online

The earliest documented usage of a U.S. 1847 issue, the 10¢ issue, Sc. 2, used July 2, 1847 on a 
legal size envelope addressed to the Marion County, Indiana, Circuit Court—discovered in 1972 
by a tax consultant between the pages of a copy of “Annotated Indiana Statutes” from his library.

An 1847 5¢ red brown (Scott 1), used to En-
gland, tied by New York red square grid cancel 
to folded lettersheet with invoice datelined 7th of 
July 1847, addressed to Messrs. T.W. Mackford 
& Co., Liverpool, England, 1/- due handstamp 
marking, manuscript Caledonia and back-
stamped Liverpool July 28, 1847 upon arrival, 
also evidence of a reversed impression of red 
backstamp that appears to resemble a “7” quite 
possibly from an underlying datestamp of a post-
mark.…Likely the earliest 5¢ 1847 use and the 
earliest possible recorded date to a foreign des-
tination, one of two recorded covers used from 
New York on July 7, 1847: one domestic use to 
Poultney Vt. [I was unable to find a photo of this 
cover] and this datelined only cover to England 
which sailed on the Cunard Liner on its 2nd voy-
age of July 1847 aboard the “Caledonia”, which 
departed from Boston on July 16th and arrived 
July 28th in Liverpool England. 

From a November 1982 Classics Chronicle article, “The Earliest Know 1847 Covers”: “The 5¢ cover without a post-
mark is a folded letter datelined New York July 7, 1847. This fine cover was recently sold by the Robert A. Siegel Auction 
Galleries [1989 Rarities Sale] as part of the specialized transatlantic collection of Walter Hubbard. It was described as 
‘Earliest use of the 1847 issue to Europe.’ A better description would have been ‘One of three ’47 covers to Europe via 
the first transatlantic crossing by a Cunarder after the stamps were issued and the one with the earliest dateline, July 7.’ 
“It was, of course, written on July 7 but when was it stamped and mailed? No one knows but we know it reached Boston 
in time for the Cunard sailing on July 16.
“Recently this cover without a postmark has been offered as the ‘Earliest use of the 1847 Five Cent Stamp’, which is not 
correct. Some time a U.S. #1 cover may be found confirming an earlier use than July 7 but it must be postmarked earlier, 
not just datelined.
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