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Stamp Specialist:
Victorian Canada–Part 1–Prestamp Period

By Ed Richardson (From the Stamp Specialist Volume 12, The Maroon Book)

Entered according to act of Congress by John Webb in 
1861, in the Clerk’s Office of the District Court for the 
Southern District of New York

A U.S. Civil War Patriotic cover, used from Canada. Purchased at Ogdensburg, N.Y., it was mailed at Prescott, 
C.W., (just across the St. Lawrence River) to Burritt’s Rapids C.W. Prepaid with a Canadian 5¢ ’59. 		
					                                               From the Jarrett Collection.
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1 8 5 1  1 2 p 
Black on Laid 
Paper (Sc. 3), 
tied by well-
struck target 
c a n c e l  o n 
double-rate 
bluish folded 
cover to New 
York City, red 
“ M o n t r e a l 
L .C .  Jy  21 
1852” circluar datestamp [hereafter c.d.s.], also with matching “Cana-
da” in framed arc cross-border handstamp, and red “Paid” handstamp.
The 1851 12-pence stamp was issued for prepayment of the basic letter 
rate to Newfoundland, Bermuda and the West Indies, but its value–stated 
in pence rather than “one shilling” to avoid confusion –also corresponded 
to the double 6p rate to the United States and certain other countries. 
However, its use was very limited, and most of the printing was destroyed, 
with only approximately 1,500 stamps sold.
This cover sold for $230,000 in a 1996 Siegel Galleries auction.

Canada 1872 
s t a m p l e s s 
c o v e r,  e n -
d o r e s e d 
O.H.M.S. and 
addressed to 
Quebec, orig-
inally rated 
“5” to collect 
but changed 
to FREE with 
bold large type handstamp in black, used in St. Sophie, L.C., double arc 
dispatch handstamp with filled in manuscript date, a rare FREE handstamp, 
the largest type recorded

Quebec ,  Low-
er  Canada  to 
Kingston, Upper 
Canada, Money 
Letter, with indis-
tinct QUEBEC, 
L .C . ,  JUN 13 
1843 postmark 
a n d  PA I D  AT 
QUEBEC L.C. 
Crowned circle 
handstamp.

Arc “Montre-
al PAID AU 20 
1862 Canada“ to 
London, England 
(SP 15 62 PAID) 
receiver on face, 
with red “PAID” 
manuscript 17 
for 17¢ rate, 8d 
Sterling.

Stampless folded 
letter to Montre-
al, rated 9d, with 
bold STEAMBOAT 
LETTER QUEBEC 
SP 25 1850 split-
ring handstamp.

1863 stampless 
cover, Hamilton, 
Canada West to 
Berlin, Upper 
Canada, with 
“HAMILTON / 
SP 23, 1863 / 
C.W.” dispatch 
c.d.s. and large 
“UNPAID 7”, 
indicating fee 
due on delivery, 
also with faint 
BERLIN next 
day  rece iver 
c.d.s. on reverse.

Letter from Lon-
don, Upper Can-
ada, to Toronto, 
posted on Thurs-
day, 16th April 
1840, but marked 
“Too Late”. The 
following day, 
Good Friday, 
was a holiday, 
so the letter would not have been dispatched until 18 April.
The “Too Late” mark was applied to mail that arrived in the Post Office 
after the overnight mail bags had been sealed, the marking explaining 
the reason for the delay to the sender and the recipient. 

1855 10p Blue 
on thick wove 
paper (Sc. 7a), 
tied by square 
grid cancel on 
1859 cover to 
Alton, England, 
w i th  a  c l ear 
s t r ike  o f  red 
“Legislative As-
sembly, April ?, 
1859, Canada” handstamp surrounded by shield and crown, endorsed at 
lower left by George Macbeth (MPP to the 6th Parliament of the Province 
of Canada), also with red London transit.

Although the subject of this instalment is Prestamp Canada, I selected some stamped covers with excellent markings or for their rare or unusual usages.


