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Speaking of Stamps:

“New Netherlands, in the West Indies…”
by Herman Herst, Jr.

“New Netherlands, in the West Indies…” 
That is how the description read in the auction catalog 

of one of the major auction firms in London. Offered was a 
document, signed by King Charles II over three centuries ago, 
ordering a Major Andros to run down the Dutch flag, and to 
raise the British flag. 

I happened to be in London at the time, and my blood 
pressure went up when I saw it. I knew something that the 
auction house describer did not know: New Netherlands 
was the name by which New York State was known. (It is 
more widely known that New York City was then called New 
Amsterdam. ) 

In the West Indies? British knowledge of American geog-
raphy at that time was not much better than the knowledge 
many Americans have today of British geography. What I 
seemed to be looking at was in effect New York State’s birth 
certificate—and it seemed mighty cheap at the estimate of 
£500, about $700 at the time. 

At the sale I rode the lot to $3,500 and gave up. Other 
bidders had a bit more courage than I did. The document 
finally sold for about $8,000, no doubt with the describer 
blushing considerably. He will probably never forget that 
New Netherlands was New York, and that it was not in the 
West Indies. 

Recently I had great pleasure in visiting New York’s least 
known museum, the Forbes Magazine Galleries. My regret 
was that I had only allotted an hour for the visit, for I had no 
idea when I entered what a treat was ahead of me. 

Malcolm Forbes, at a personal expense of millions of 
dollars, put together a half dozen exhibits, anyone of which 
would be worthy of a visit. There are toy boats, hundreds 
of them, ingeniously arranged so that they make the viewer 
feel that he is witnessing the greatest naval pageant in his-
tory. Forbes was not content with the boats themselves; oil 
paintings in which toy ships appear grace the walls as well. 

His collection of toy soldiers is reputed to be the largest 
in the world. Every British regiment in the time of Queen 
Victoria is shown in exact details. One tableau shows colorful 
soldiers of many nations, marching past the spot where one 
stands to observe them. It is fun to pick out from the crowd 
recognizable characters. I found Sherlock Holmes and Dr. 
Watson. When George V saw a similar exhibit (or perhaps 
it was the same one) he remarked, “But where is the village 
idiot?” The village idiot is now included. 

One exhibit, titled “The Mortality of Immortality” makes 
one think. Here are dozens of awards, plaques, medals, sil-
ver chargers, gold watches, all with inscriptions testifying to 
the great deeds done by those to whom they were awarded. 
Alas, when the immortal recipient died, the treasures ended 
up as do many things, in pawn shops, flea markets, antique 
shops, and even slated to be melted down. “To the best pig 
in the county” may make the pig raiser happy, as long as 
he realizes that he himself is not the best pig, but just how 
fleeting fame is, can be shown by the collection. 

To this viewer, the greatest collection in the museum 
includes priceless documents of American history. Letters 
of Lincoln and Washington abound, but they are more than 
just letters. Each is selected for its content. Can anyone 
avoid having a thrill at seeing words by Abraham Lincoln 
“All persons held as slaves…shall be then, thence forward 
and forever, free.” 

I had a particular reason for visiting the Forbes Galleries, 
for I had heard that one of Forbes’ recent acquisitions was a 
document signed by King Charles II, ordering a Major Andros 
to take down the Dutch flag and raise the British flag in a 
far off place in the West Indies known as New Netherlands. 

I found the document, in all its glory, but without any 
explanation of how it had come to this country, nor of the 
battle in the auction room for possession of it. 

Perhaps one reason that I wanted to get another glance 
at it was to regret my loss of courage during the bidding that 
occurred when it came up for sale. Of course, I could not think 
also of the price that Mr. Forbes had paid for the document, 
something like $32,500. We have no way of knowing how many 
hands it passed through until it came to its final resting place. 

But the incident does point out something that philat-
elists like to talk about, and that is value. The original de-
scriber thought it was worth $700. I thought it worth $3,000. 
Someone else thought it worth $8,000…and Mr. Forbes 
thought it worth $32,500. Now what is it really worth? And 
in the case of a unique, historic rarity such as this, how does 
one price it when selling? Does one base his price on cost, 
adding a fixed percentage, as many feel should be done? Or 
does one charge for it what he really thinks it is worth, re-
gardless of his cost? Or, as some might suggest, is the price 
based on the prospective buyer’s ability to pay? A stimulating 
discussion might be had on this subject. 

Addenda
1. The Forbes Magazine Galleries were permanently 

closed in 2014. 
2. The document sold for $110,500 in a March 2002 

Christie’s New York auction of the Forbes Collection of Histor-
ical American Documents. I was able to obtain a reproducible 
image at http://www.christies.com/lotfinder/lot_details.as-
px?intObjectID=3886724&lid=1&From=salesummery&sid=-
4c4ea8e1-9a98-4c35-a9eb-e4f41dcdba58 (or just Google 
“Christies NY March 2002 Forbes auction”. It is Lot 1, where a 
portion of the contents are provided—and those contents add 
another aspect to this article by the late Herman Herst, Jr.:

“Charles R”
“Our will and pleasure is that you forthwith cause Our 

great Seale to be applied unto a Commission whereby we 
have impowered Our Trusty & Wellbeloved Major Edmund 
Andros, and in case of his deathe or other accident Antony 
Brockhurst Gent. In Our name & for Our Use to demand, & 
to take into possession the place in the West Indies called by 
the Dutch New Netherlands, but by Our Subjects New York, 
together with all the Fortifications, Artillery, Arms, Ammu-
nition & Necessaries of Warre according to the Sixth Article 
of the Treaty of Peace concluded between Us & the States 
Generall of the United Provinces.”

Notice that it specifically states “…the place in the West 
Indies called by the Dutch New Netherlands, but by Our 
Subjects New York…” [emphasis added]. So the lot describer 
totally missed that reference, or did not catch its significance 
the way Herst and most likely the winning bidder realized.

I decided to reproduce the document on our front cover. 
The first line to the left of the document is where the refer-
ence to New York can be found; the second line is where the 
Christie’s transcript ended. The portion not included in the 
transcript might best be described as ‘boilerplate’ in a legal 
document, but it is there for you to read for yourself. JFD. 
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STAMP NEWS SALES
42 Sentry Way, Merrimack, NH 03054

Credit cards: phone 603-424-7556, fax 800-977-7550
or email jd@StampNewsNow.com

THE HERMAN HERST LIBRARY
Add Them to YOUR Library While You Can!

MOST OUT OF PRINT—With Limited Quantities Available—All Offered Postpaid!

THE COMPLEAT PHILATELIST: OUT OF PRINT. In this gem of a book Herman Herst, Jr. covers all 
phases of the hobby of “philately”—including the meaning of the word, how it came to be applied to stamp 
collecting, and how readers can make the transition “from stamp collectors to full philatelists”...Postpaid $16
MORE STORIES TO COLLECT STAMPS BY: OUT OF PRINT. As described by Herst himself, “this is 
primarily a fun book.” A supplement to his highly successful previous books, it is a compilation of outstanding 
articles from major stamp periodicals as well as new articles found only in this book………Postpaid $16
STILL MORE STORIES TO COLLECT STAMPS BY: Published by Mekeel’s Weekly, with articles personally 
selected by the most famous philatelic writer of the 20th century, this book brings together 76 tales as only Herman 
Herst, Jr., could tell them, supplemented by dozens of photos for the first time in a Herst book….….Postpaid  $16
THE BEST OF HERST’S OUTBURSTS: OUT OF PRINT. Herst’s Outbursts, his house organ, were 
published from 1934, when he was in England, to 1973, when he retired. Still as readable today as they were 
when thousands of collectors waited for each issue, this book brings together “The Best”……Postpaid $16

SPECIAL OFFER—SAVE $10—WHILE THEY LAST 
The 4 Books Described Above, Regularly $64, Postpaid......$54 

ALSO AVAILABLE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!
NASSAU STREET—OUT OF PRINT, THIS BOOK IS NOW A COLLECTOR’S ITEM ITSELF!  The most 
famous of Herman Herst’s books, Nassau Street takes us back to when stamp collecting emerged as the most 
popular hobby in the world. Written as only “Pat” Herst can, it describes the events and the colorful characters 
who made Nassau Street their business home and a mecca for stamp collectors everywhere…..Postpaid $29
Or enjoy it gently used for just…………………………………………………...……………….Postpaid $34
FUN & PROFIT IN STAMP COLLECTING: OUT OF PRINT. Valuable reading for all collectors, this book 
will teach you how to make some money while enjoying your hobby. Even more important it will reveal the 
financial pitfalls to which too many collectors unwittingly succumb………………………….New Sold Out
Or enjoy it gently used for just…………………………………………………..……………...  Postpaid $24
PUT A STAMP ON IT!: Sold Out, published by “Pat” Herst’s son, Ken. The last book written by the most 
famous philatelic writer of the 20th century, 77 articles in more than 350 pages, fascinating reading with 
an emphasis on how stamps and the mail affected important events of his era………………SOLD OUT
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