World of Stamps:

Landlocked States of Columbia: Boyaca

by Geir Ser-Reime

Boyaca

Provinces of Boyaca; Inset red area=location of Boyaca in Colombia

The Federal State of Boyacéd (Estado Federal de Boyacd), which
included the provinces of Tunja, Tundama, Casanare, and the cantons
of Chiquinquira and Vélez was created June 15, 1857, along with the
other states that would go on to form the Granadine Confederation. The
capital was Tunja.

Several of the important battles that led to Colombia’s independence
from Spain were fought in Boyaca including the August 1819 Battle of
Boyac4, the decisive battle

The city of Tunja was founded in 1539 and was an important political
and economic center during the Spanish Viceroyalty of New Granada. It
is still the capital of the Department of Boyaca.

Boyaca issued a

single stamp in 1902

inscribed Colombia/

Boyaca and showing

a portrait of Diego

Mendoza Pérez (poli-

tician and writer). The

following year a series

of six different pictorial

stamps were issued.

Boyaca 1902 (Sc. 1) Two ofthe designs show
the coat of arms, one has a portrait of General Prospero Pinzon (1856-
1901, civil war hero, governor of Boyaca and Cundinamarca), another the

1903 20c, Sc. 5

Boyaca 1903 10c both colors, Sc. 4

Boyaca 1903 50c, Sc.

13, Gen. Pinzon  yonument of the battle of Boyacé, yet another
a portrait of President Jos¢ Manuel Marroquin. The last issue of Boyaca
was a 1904 single showing the Bolivar monument.

1903 10p tete-beche pair, Sc.9, Pres. Marroquin

Left to right: 1903 5p, Sc. 16, Boyaca Battle Monument;
Boyaca 1903 Ip, Sc. 14; 1904 Bolivar Monument, Sc. 18

All stamps except the first were inscribed Republic of Colombia and
Department of Boyaca.

Several Co-
lombian stamps
have featured
themes and motifs
related to Boyaca.
Several of these
relate to the inde-
pendence struggle
andin 1917 a stamp

showing the monu-
ment for the Battle Left, Colombia 1917 Boyacd monument Sc. 345;

of Boyaca, and in right, Colombia 1954, Bolivar monument, Sc. C246
1954, the Bolivar statue was depicted on two air post stamps.

Left, Colombia 1969 Battle of Boyacd 150 years Sc. 787
right, 1940 bridge in Boyacd Sc. 482

A painting of the Battle of Boyacéd was reproduced on a 1969 stamp
forthe 150th anniversary. A 1940 stamp showed the Boyacd bridge in Tunja
where the final battle for independence took place. In fact, Tunja, which
is the capital of Boyaca, in 1811 together with other provinces declared
its independence from Spain as the short-lived Republic of Tunja. It was
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commemorated
ona2012 stamp
along with the
other provinc-
es that did the
same. Tunja
was also fea-
tured on one of

the 2010.StaH}PS Left, Colombia 2010 Tunja
celebrating in- 7870, Sc. 1349j; right, Co-
dependenceand  jombia 2012 Republic of Tunja, Sc. 1391

showing a paint-

ing of the street scene from 1810.

Tunja has also
appeared on Colom-
bian stamps issued in
1954 (air post stamp
featuring a fountain
in the city), 1976
(the city arms, 1977
surcharged with new
value), 1989 (450th
anniversary of the
city),and 1991 (Clois-
ter of St. Augustine in
Tunja).

Left, Colombia 1954 fountain in Tunja Sc.
C247; right, Colombia 1977 arms of Tunja
(surcharged) Sc. 849

Left, Colombia 1989 Tunja 450 years, Sc. 995; right, Colombia
1991 cloister of St Augustine, Tunja, Sc. 1036

Fortifications in Paya that were crucial for the 1819 independence
struggle appeared on six 2021 stamps.

Colombia 2021 fortifications in Paya

The city arms of Sogamoso appeared on a 1979 stamp, and in 1991,
the first city hall of Sogamoso was depicted on a stamp.
The 400th anniversary of the city of Leyva was celebrated on a

1972 stamp.

Left to right: Colombia 1979 arms of Sogamoso, Sc. 836A; 1991 first city
hall in Sogamoso, Sc. 1043; 1972 Leyva 400 years, Sc. 809

Two stamps were
issued 1954 for the
inauguration ofthe Paz
del Rio steel mill, and
the mill was also fea-
tured on a 1956 stamp.

Two 1982 stamps
featured tourism spots
in Boyaca and in
2006 a mini-sheet of
eight different stamps
showed the arms of the

Left, Colombia 1954 Paz del Rio steel mill,
Sc.633; right, 1956 Boyacd steel mill, Sc. 647

Colombia B 1982 tourism Boyacd Sc. C718-19

Colombia B 2006 department of Boyacd Sc. 1266
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department as well as panoramic views
including the Bolivar monument and the
Bolivar Square in Tunja and the important
emerald industry.
In 1993 the Cocuy Nature Park was
feature on a stamp.
Colombia 1993 nature
park Cocuy, Sc. 1084b

In2022 the 200th anniversary of the College of Boyaca was celebrated
with four stamps in a souvenir sheet.

Colombia B 2022 College of Boyacd
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The Herman Herst Library

MOST OUT OF PRINT—LIMITED QUANTITIES —
ALL OFFERED POSTPAID!

The Compleat Philatelist: OUT OF PRINT. Covers all
phases of the hobby of “philately”—including the meaning
of the word, and how readers can transition “from stamp
collectors” to “philatelists”...........cccccuuers Postpaid $16

More Stories To Collect Stamps By: OUT OF PRINT.
As described by Herst, “this is primarily a fun book,”

a compilation of outstanding articles from major stamp
periodicals as well as new articles............. Postpaid $16

Still More Stories To Collect Stamps By: Personally selected
by Herst, 76 tales as only he could tell them are supplemented

by dozens of photos—a first in a Herst book...Postpaid $16

The Best of Herst’s Outbursts: OUT OF PRINT. Herst’s
Outbursts, his house organ, were published from 1934, when
he was in England, to 1973, when he retired....Postpaid $16

Special offer—Save $10—The 4 Books

Described Above, Reg. $64, Postpaid......$54

ALSO AVAILABLE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

NAUSAU STREET—Hard Cover Out of Print. This Book is
Now A Collector’s Item ltself! The most famous of Herman
Herst’s books takes us back to when stamp collecting emerged
as the most popular hobby in the world, describing the events
and the colorful characters who made Nassau Street a mecca for
stamp collectors everywhere. Soft cover, new........Postpaid $29
Or enjoy it hard cover gently used for............... Postpaid $34

Fun & Profit in Stamp Collecting: Out of Print. This book will
teach you how to make some money while enjoying your hobby
AND reveal the financial pitfalls to which too many collectors
unwittingly succumb.......oooeevirene voerernnirinne New Sold Out
Enjoy it gently used for............cccceieriinnnnnnnn Postpaid $24
Put A Stamp On It!: NEW (not illustrated above), 77 articles in
more than 350 pages—fascinating reading with an emphasis on
how stamps and the mail affected important events of Herman
Herst, JI.’S €ra..cc.ceueiuiiiniiniencincincienrenreenennenes SOLD OUT

STAMP NEWS SALES
42 Sentry Way, Merrimack, NH 03054
Credit cards: ph. 603-424-7556

or email jd@StampNewsNow.com

: jd@stampnewsnow.com
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