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From the Stamp Specialist:
Barnard’s Cariboo Express
In the Colony of British 
Columbia, 1860-1871 and Later 
Expresses of F. J. Barnard
By Henry C. Hitt, F.R.P.S.L, Bremerton, Washington
& Gerald E. Wellburn, R.P.S.L., Duncan, British Columbia
(From The Stamp Specialist Black Book, #14, published in 
1945, with some new images)
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for $12 a year you can enjoy 60+ pages a month. To 
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(See page 5.)
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A circa March 1, 
1868 cover with 
“Paid Ballou’s Fra-
ser River Express 
B.C.” ribbon cover 
to Yale, British Co-
lumbia, with manu-
script notation “F 
J Barnard March 
1868” upper right 

(from http://www.philamercury.com/index.php)

U.S. Sc. 73 & 76 tied 
by blue “Wells, Far-
go & Co. San Fran-
cisco Sep. 18” oval 
datestamp on 3¢ 
pink entire (Sc. U59) 
with Wells, Fargo & 
Co. printed frank to 
Boston Mass., stamps affixed partly over blue oval “Post Office Victoria 
V.I.” Coat of Arms handstamp.
Pasted on the reverse is a conjunctive usage with “Dietz & Nelson’s B.C. 
& V. Express” double-circle handstamp, manuscript “Paid $1.25” express 
fee, Boston Oct. 12 duplex datestamp on one side and framed “Received 
Oct. 12 at Boston Mass.” handstamp on entire, the paste-up with upper 
left corner torn off. Per the lot description from the Robert A. Siegel Auction 
Galleries the torn section was “probably where additional British Colum-
bia & Vancouver Island stamps were affixed.…George Dietz and Hugh 
Nelson started their express company in 1862 when they acquired the 
express routes and business of William T. Ballou. Dietz & Nelson served 
the Cariboo mining region and connected with Barnard’s Express at Yale 
and Lilloet and with Wells, Fargo & Co. at Victoria. The company sold out 
to Francis J. Barnard in the late spring of 1867. The $1.25 express fee 
noted on the address portion of this paste-up includes Dietz & Nelson's 
$1.00 fee and 25c for the Wells, Fargo & Co. franked entire.”
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Left, from the original article, 
“Photograph by courtesy of the 
Provincial Archives of British Co-
lumbia, Hon. F. J. Barnard, Ex-
press operator, Mail Contractor, and member of the Legislative Council 
of British Columbia; right, Barnard in his Express company office.

(See page 7.)
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Circa January 1, 1860 Barnard’s Express 
“PAID” envelope from Victoria, British Columbia 
to New Westminster, B.C., with oval “Paid” and 
oval “Post Office (coat of arms) Victoria, V.I.” 
(Type P1, see page 13.)
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(See page 12.)
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Sc. U86a 6¢ ver-
milion on amber, 
with printed “Wells, 
Fargo & Co.” frank, 
used (circa 1870) 
to Cariboo, British 
Columbia, cancelled 
by faint blue “Wells, 
Fargo & Co./San 
Francisco” oval, with 
British Columbia 3p 
blue adhesive (Sc. 7) 
tied at bottom left by double circle “Barnards British Columbia/Express” 
cancel, with “Collect” in oval handstamp alongside, carried entirely out 
of the mails by Wells Fargo and Co. from San Francisco to Victoria, then 
handed over to Barnard’s Express for carriage to Cariboo.

Barnard’s “Paid/
British Columbia 
Express” printed 
frank on 10¢ yellow 
green on buff entire 
(Sc. U41) uprated 
with United States 
5¢ (Sc. 76) to Bow-
mansville, Cana-
da, with additional 
Wells, Fargo & Co. 
printed frank and 
blue oval “Wells, Fargo & Co./Victoria/Mar 25” datestamp repeated 
as a backstamp, also with Vancouver Island 1865 5¢ rose (Sc. 5) tied 
by blue “35” in barred oval of Victoria. The cover entered the mails 
with “Union Pacific, R.R./Apr ?” route agents postmark, and bears 
a “Bowmansville/Ap 25, 1868” arrival backstamp. This cover was 
carried by Barnards to Victoria and turned over to Wells, Fargo, who 
carried it by steamer and overland to the western railhead of the Union 
Pacific Railroad where it was placed into the mails.
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See page 13.
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Type P13.
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See also pages 17-18

Type P7. British Co-
lumbia & Vancouver 
Island, Barnard’s 
British Columbia Ex-
press/Paid. Ribbon 
company frank on 
cover with “Barker-
ville and Victoria” 
printed directive un-
derneath, addressed 
to San Francisco. 

Type P11. 1865 
cover with British 
Columbia 3d blue 
pair, Sc. 7, tied by 
two black strikes 
of “Dietz and Nel-
sons Express’ on 
“Paid Barnard’s 
British Columbia 
Express Way” ban-
ner cover, also with 
“Barnard’s Cariboo Express Paid” label.
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Type P19. British Columbia & Vancouver Island, “Barnard’s British 
Columbia Express/Paid” company frank with 1 mm. “Yale” directive un-
derneath, printed sideways on mint 10¢ Wells Fargo buff envelope. 

Type P14.  British Columbia & Vancouver Island, “Barnard’s British 
Columbia Express/Paid” with “Quesnelle” directive printed sideways 
on mint Wells Fargo 10¢ white envelope.

Type P22. Frank vertically at left with “Quesnelle” beneath, all obliter-
ated by large, fancy, rectangular overprint.
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