A Letter from Santa Claus, Ind.

by Charles A. Fricke

. 0. BOX 108 SANTA CLAUS, IND.

Figure 1

As a child you couldn’t wait for Christmas, for then
your earnest desire was to send a letter to Santa Claus
with your wantlist of toys.

With so many letters being sent and all kinds of forms
of addressing, nonetheless each one reached the town of
Santa Claus, Indiana, which was literally inundated with
the letters mailed to Santa.

But how did the name of Santa Claus come into be-
ing? It all began in the 1850s when the town of Santa Fe,
Indiana wanted a post office but the post office department
informed them that there was already a Santa Fe, Indiana
and they had to choose a different name.

Without indicating how the name came about, in the
end the name approved by the post office was Santa Claus,
Indiana. So in 1856 the town and the post office claimed
Santa Claus, Ind. as its offical name.

The relationship of the town and the public was not
really taken to heart until Robert Ripley in 1929 featured
a 3' x 5' wooden postcard to get the postmark of Santa
Claus, Ind.

To account for so many letters received in the name
of Santa, local organizations formed to respond to the
desires of the youngsters to receive a letter from Santa.
One of these organizations was the “SANTA CLAUS LET-
TER CLUB, INC.”, which is imprinted on the back of an
envelope together with a logo “YES I'LL ANSWER YOUR
LETTER!” all within a circle with a picture in the center
of Santa Claus with a letter in his hand and a mail box
next to him. At the top there is “P.O. BOX 106, SANTA
CLAUS, IND.” Figure 1.

On the address side of the envelope shown in figure
2 and printed in red and green there is a picture of Santa
saying “Merry Christmas” and at the top left “A Letter
from Santa Claus.” At the top right there is a boxed permit
stamp in red “Sec. 562 P.L.&R./U.S. POSTAGE/PAID/
PERMIT No.2” with a double circle postmark inscribed
SANTA CLAUS/IND. This would indicate the letter was

Figure 2
mailed during the period of 1932 to 1948.

This attractive envelope had enclosed a full color let-
ter with a heading showing Santa Claus at a writing desk
with several elves nearby working at all kinds of endeavors,
with a Christmas tree in the offing.
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Figure 3

While in this day and age there may be a lot fewer
letters to Santa, the element of trust in Santa Claus to
deliver the presents at Christmas time still exists.

The letter from Santa Claus is now a philatelic item
going back more than 60 years, and a rememberance of
the past.
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Editor John Hotchner
was nice enough to send me for
use here the etching and folder
that you see at the right. It was
part of a brief series of which I
was totally unaware and about
which I could not find much
information.

This was the second fold-
er in the series, which appar-
ently would have been sent as
gifts by Harry Lindquist, who
was the founder of STAMPS
Magazine, a predecessor to our
sister publication, Mekeel’s &
STAMPS. The etching was done
by Harry Peckmore, who also
created a set of National Parks
engravings—based on the 1934
stamp designs—and which
Lindquist used as a subscrip-
tion premium at that time. This
Christmas folder was created
in 1949. (Peckmore’s Parks
etchings were done in the
stamp colors; shown here is
the gray Great Smokey Moun-
tains design, Sc. 749.)
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Great Smoky Mountsins Naticnal Park

The first etching in the
series was described in the
letter as the Sub-Treasury
steps on Wall Street—better
known as the Federal Build-
ing with the familiar statue
of George Washington (and
where he took the oath of of-
fice as our first President). A
subsequent etching featured
Trinity Church.

The whole piece was a
high quality production. The
folder was cut out in the cen-
ter, the etching was lightly
attached inside, the letter was
on parchment paper, with a
Christmas Greetings stamp
affixed to the parchment.

The letter reads in part,
“A few paces down the block
from the Sub-Treasury steps
on Wall Street, where we said
‘Merry Christmas’ to you last
year, we come to Broad Street
and the main building of the
internationally famous Stock
Exchange, with its 52-feet high
Corinthian columns dramati-
cally calling attention to this
charming replica of Greek
architecture....

“Broad Street—where
a canal once ran through its
middle...runs south from Wall
Street, and going north is Nas-
sau Street, New York’s greatest
stamp mart, where window af-
ter window and doorway upon
doorway displays the offerings
of various dealers. A narrow
street, it once was called ‘Pie
Woman'’s Lane’, and at noon-
time one walks in the road
if time is of any importance,
for this is also a center of all
downtown business, and the
strolling clerks on their lunch
hour line the sidewalks in
leisurely foursomes, chatting
idly as they lick ice cream
cones or munch on a variety
of tidbits....”

“And so we leave you at
the corner of Wall and Broad,
hoping to return next year to
take you on a further journey
of Our Town.

“With Every Good Wish
for the Holiday Season.
“Marion and Harry Lindquist.”

And, may I add, from
Elaine and myself, and, of
course from John Hotchner,
who brought this wonderful
etching to our attention.
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Tew yon‘.’s' Fistoric Wall Sireet
At the Corner o/ Broad

An Original Etching by Harry L. Peckmore

“Merry Christmas” to you last year, we come to Broad Street and the main building of
the internationally famous Stock Exchange, with its 52-feet high Corinthian columns
dramatically calling attention to this charming replica of Greek architecture. Here is housed the
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New Yorks FHistoric Wall Sireet
At the Corner o/ Broad

An Original Etching by Harry L. Peckmore

FEW PACES down the block from the Sub Treasury steps on Wall Street, where we said

“Merry Christmas” to you last year, we come to Broad Street and the main building of

the internationally famous Stock Exchange, with its 52fcet high Corinthian columns

dramatically calling attention to this charming replica of Greek architecture. Here is housed the

oldest organization of brokers in the world, and here may be seen—if one is lucky enough to secure

a permit to enter—one of the city's most amazing sights. The wonder of it, that out of the antics

one witnesses here have come results that have sent thrills or chills up and down the spine of the
world!

Broad Street—where a canal once ran through its middle—is broad, and hence its name. It
runs south from Wall Strcet, and going north is Nassau Street, New York's greatest stamp mart,
where window after window and doorway upon doorway displays the offerings of various dealers.
A narrow street, it once was called “Pic Woman's Lane”, and at noon-time one walks in the road
if time is of any importance, for this is also 2 center of all downtown business, and the strolling
clerks on their lunch hour line the sidewalks in leisurely foursomes, chatting idly as they lick ice
creams cones or munch on a variety of tidbits. .

Wall Street derived its name as a result of a line of fortifications which the Dutch built in 1653
to protect themelves from a feared attack by the hated New Englanders, which never came to
pass. When the wall was demolished in the late 1600's and the stones from the bastion were used
to build the City Hall, Wall Street became the center of city government, and was soon surrounded
by homes of wealth. Famous names in New York history abound in a recital of the old residents of
the Street, as well as those of men who shaped the destiny of the new republic after the Revolution.

In the City Hall transpired great events leading up to the war, which helped to bring Wall
Street a glamour that has not dimmed to this day. There in December 1773 John Lamb read the
Act of Parliament imposing 4 tax on tea, and received shouts of “NO!" when he asked the as-
sembled throng if they felt inclined to obey the Act. In April 1774 New Yorkers dumped tea into
the harbor from the British ship London, not to be outdone by the Bostonians and their tea party.
On July 18, 1776 the Declaration of Independence was read from the steps of the City Hall by order
of the Provincial Congress, and when New York became the capital of the confederacy in 1784,
City Hall became Federal Hall, and endowed Wall Street with new glories.

Conceded to be the most valuable picce of real property in the world, the corner of Broad and
Wall Streets presents a busy scene at any hour of the business day in this year of 1949, though the
arca becomes a ghost town within an hour after the teeming homebound throngs depart at five
oelock. Even as recently as the early 1900', the bustling crowds were composed almost entirely of
men, but two world wars and women’s rights have brought about an equal sprinkling of pants and
petticoats, though the sterner sex still holds the reins of power.

And s0 we leave you at the corner of Wall and Broad, hoping to return next year to take you
on a further journey of Our Town. .

With Guery Good Wish for the
Holiday Seasan
Marion and Harry Lindquist
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