
World of Stamps:
Landlocked States of Columbia: Tolima

by Geir Sør-Reime

Tolima
Tolima State was created 

July 12, 1861, from the Cun-
dinamarca State and as part of 
an uprising against the national 
government. The creation was 
confirmed by the other states 
September 20, 1861.

Spanish colonization in the 
area started in 1537.

Agriculture, including cof-
fee cultivation has traditionally 
been the base of the Tolima 
economy, but in recent years, 
the service sector has grown 
considerably.

Here, the first two typeset 
stamps were issued in 1870, 

followed in 1871 with a set of four litho-
graphed stamps showing the state arms. 

Similar stamps 
were issued in 1879 
(4 stamps), 1883 (3 
stamps), 1884 (12 
stamps), 1886 (two 
series, the first with 
four stamps and in 
two versions, printed 
on white or purple 
paper, respectively, 
and the second with 

12 stamps), 1888 (4 stamps), 1895 (6 stamps), and 1903 (8 stamps, all 
issued imperforate and perforated 12).

The stamps issued from 1888 had State of Tolima replaced by De-
partment of Tolima.
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Map of Colombia showing 
Landlocked Tolima in red

Tolima 1870 10c, Sc. 2

Tolima 1870 5c on bluish 
paper, Sc. 5

Tolima 1879 10c Sc. 15
Tolima 1884 50c, 10p, Sc. 30, 34

Left, Tolima 1886 1p Sc. 39; 
right, 1886 two and half c Sc. 46

Colombian stamps with Tolima themes or motifs include a 1956 stamp 
showing harvesting of cotton, a 2004 minisheet of 12 stamps presenting 
the department, a 1979 stamp showing the Rio Prado hydroelectric station 
and a 2015 stamp celebrating the national sports games that were in part 
held in Tolima. 

Left to right: Tolima 1888 5c, Sc. 62; 1895 1c, Sc. 66; 1903 20c, Sc. 81

Left, Colombia 1956 Tolima cotton Sc. 660; 
right, Colombia 1979 Rio Prado hydroelectric station Sc. C676

Colombia 2004 department of Tolima Sc. 1225



Cities of Tolima that have been honored with stamps include the capital 
Ibagué (1976), Honda (1982), and San Sebastian de Mariquita (1996).

Left to right, Colombia: Arms of Ibague Sc. 833; Honda Sc. 910; 
San Sebastian de Mariquita Sc. 1122b

Colombia T 2015 national sports games
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The Herman Herst Library
MOST OUT OF PRINT—LIMITED QUANTITIES —

ALL OFFERED POSTPAID!

The Compleat Philatelist: OUT OF PRINT. Covers all 
phases of the hobby of “philately”—including the meaning 
of the word, and how readers can transition “from stamp 
collectors” to “philatelists”…………………Postpaid $16
More Stories To Collect Stamps By: OUT OF PRINT. 
As described by Herst, “this is primarily a fun book,” 
a compilation of outstanding articles from major stamp 
periodicals as well as new articles……….…Postpaid $16
Still More Stories To Collect Stamps By: Personally selected 
by Herst, 76 tales as only he could tell them are supplemented 
by dozens of photos—a first in a Herst book…Postpaid  $16
The Best of Herst’s Outbursts: OUT OF PRINT. Herst’s 
Outbursts, his house organ, were published from 1934, when 
he was in England, to 1973, when he retired.…Postpaid $16

Special offer—Save $10—The 4 Books 
Described Above, Reg. $64, Postpaid......$54 

ALSO AVAILABLE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!
NAUSAU STREET—Hard Cover Out of Print. This Book is 
Now A Collector’s Item Itself!  The most famous of Herman 
Herst’s books takes us back to when stamp collecting emerged 
as the most popular hobby in the world, describing the events 
and the colorful characters who made Nassau Street a mecca for 
stamp collectors everywhere. Soft cover, new……..Postpaid $29
Or enjoy it hard cover gently used for……………Postpaid $34
Fun & Profit in Stamp Collecting: Out of Print. This book will 
teach you how to make some money while enjoying your hobby 
AND reveal the financial pitfalls to which too many collectors 
unwittingly succumb………………. ……………New Sold Out
Enjoy it gently used for…………………………...Postpaid $24
Put A Stamp On It!: NEW (not illustrated above), 77 articles in 
more than 350 pages—fascinating reading with an emphasis on 
how stamps and the mail affected important events of Herman 
Herst, Jr.’s era………………………………………SOLD OUT
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