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In addition to the images that appear on these original pages, additional images will be found at the end of the article, some 
as better examples, others to supplement the text. Where possible, I will reference those images to the relevant pages. JFD.
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Page 1. Walk-in-the-Water at Detroit, 1820. This contemporaneous sketch by George H. Whistler 
appears to depict many details of the vessel accurately, such as the transom stern, raised quarterdeck 
and twin (black) stripes along the hull.

P. 1. Walk in the Water, Sc. 2409, from Steamboats booklet 
pane of five, on March 3, 1989 Collins FDC

PP. 1&3. Sc. U10 Entire, uncancelled, 1857 docketing, 
to Marquette, Mich., with “pr Propeller, Detroit” 
manuscript directive lower left.



Stamp News Online8 January 2025

Page 2. 1861 3¢ (Sc. 65) on Cover With Steamboat 
Cancel tied by black target cancel, with Detroit, Mich. 
Jul 16 c.d.s.  and oval Steamboat Due 2 cts. in black, 
to Office of Internal Revenue, Detroit.

Page 2. 1861, 3¢ (Sc. 65) tied by black target cancel, 
and Detroit, Mich. Jul 2 (1866) c.d.s., also with oval 
Steamboat Due 6 cts. in black, to Pittsford, N.Y.

Page 2. 1¢ Blue Type V (24), three, used with 3¢ Dull Red Type III (26) 
all tied by neat strikes of “3” in circle handstamps on legal-size cover to 
Fort Adams Miss., also with light strike of red “Steamer Reindeer” oval 
handstamp at upper left, scarce double-rate use, the Reindeer plied the 
waters of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, ex Neinken.

Page 2. Steamer Reindeer

Page 2. Receipt recording a shipment of flour and oils on the passengr 
steamer, Reindeer, with generic illustration of a steamboat in the left 
corner, listing Capt. J.H. Stone, master, and Capt. Tim Mathews, clerk.

P. 3, bottom. Eber B. Ward

P. 3. 3¢ (26) tied by Detroit, Michigan July 16, 1861 
c.d.s., also with “Steamer Planet, Ward’s Line, Portage, 
July 16, 1861 datestamp on cover to Detroit, entered the 
mails with  their fancy “Steam Boat” scroll handstamp.
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Page 5. Steamer Sea Bird

Page 5. Cover to Ohio with 3¢ (Sc. 26) tied by grid 
cancel alongside Detroit Set 26 1860 c.d.s., also 
with “Ward’s Lake Superior Line Steamer Sea Bird” 
handstamp.

3¢ Entire (U10) to Newark, N.J., canceled by “Cleve-
land O Aug 20 c.d.s.” with “Steam-Boat” handstamp 
and steamer “Iron City” manuscript upper left.

Cover to Ashlands, Ohio with 3¢ (26) tied by Steam-
Boat handstamp, also with “Cleveland O. Jun 30 1859 
c.d.s. and oval “Steamer Iron City Hussey…Agents” 
handstamp

Additional images not directly 
mentioned in the text

Page 4. Cover to Hudson, Mich., with 3¢ U.S. indistinct 
c.d.s., with Wards Corner Card, no indication it was 
carried on a steam boat.

Page 4. Front and reverse (turned 90°) advertising Rail and “U.S. Mail 
Steamers” services and map of the region covered by those services.


