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Additional Images

A cover in accordance with postal arrangements AFTER the March 1851 
Postal Agreement between the U.S. and Canada, bearing Canada and 
U.S. First Issues, an 1851 3p “Beaver” and a 5¢ 1847, both cancelled 
in Montreal, each tied by a Canadian 7-ring target cancel, also with 
red “Montreal L.C. JU 8, 1851” c.d.s., red “CANADA” in framed arc 
cross-border handstamp, datelined “Montreal, June 7th 1851”, sender’s 
notation “p. paid” at top right, red “PAID” arc handstamp applied in New 
York ties both stamps and confirms that the 5¢ stamp affixed in Canada 
was accepted as full prepayment.

The only recorded use of an 1847 Issue block to Canada. U.S. 5¢ Red 
Brown (Sc. 1), tied by red square grid cancels, matching “New-York 
Oct. 27” circular datestamp on blue rebacked cover front to Montreal.
The 5¢ block prepaid 20¢ for the double U.S. 10¢ over-300 miles rate 
from New York City to the Canadian border. It was rated 9 pence due 
from the addressee, the Canadian double 4½p rate for under 60 miles 
from the cross-border exchange point to Montreal.

1793 folded letter to Montreal, Canada, with “N. YORK JUNE 22.” 
straightline datestamp, also with red manuscript “20” cents rate for 
carriage from New York to Burlington Vt. (250-350 miles), re-rated “IN7” 
for total postage due to recipient (1sh to Burlington plus 7d to Montreal 
(60-100 miles).

1807 datelined folded letter to New York, from Quebec with “Quebec 3 
Sep” backstamp, face with “PAID.” straightline and manuscript “11½” 
(pence) applied in Quebec for prepayment of postage to Burlington Vt. 
(200-300 miles), prepaid rates crossed out in Burlington and re-rated 
“20” (cents) for carriage from Burlington to New York (300-500 miles), 
also with manuscript “Burlington 10 Sptr.” town marking at upper left, 
Very Fine example of treaty-period mail from Canada to New York, the 
Canadian postage had to be prepaid on southbound letters, while the U.S. 
postage could be paid or unpaid–in this case it was unpaid.

An exception to the U.S.-Canada postal relations discussed in this ar-
ticle, this letter from Saginaw, Michigan Territory, with the “Detroit” 
straightline, was mailed while Detroit was still under British occupation 
after the American Revolution. 
The sender, Charles Le Pallier, was a resident of Michilimackinac, but 
sent this from Saginaw. While part of the United States, Michigan did 
not become a territory until 1805. After the Revolutionary War, Detroit 
was maintained by the British as part of Canada. It was not until the Jay 
Treaty–signed on Nov. 19, 1794, and ratified on Feb. 26, 1796–that Detroit, 
along with other territory, was ceded to the United States, and the official 
border between the U.S. and Canada was established.
This folded letter from Saginaw, Michigan Territory, to Montreal via 
Detroit, Jan. 24, 1792 was addressed to his brother-in-law James Mor-
rison in Montreal. It bears a “Detroit * Feb :4” straightline datestamp, 
was carried by express, and was rated “1N8” collect in red for inland 
Canadian postage at 601-700 miles rate.

A Post Treaty 1851 Cover


