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Stamp Specialist:
The 6-Cent Lincoln Bank Note Issues, Pt. 4

By George C. Hahn (From the Stamp Specialist Volume 11, The Gray Book)

Note: See pages 6-8 for additional images and 
page 9 for the 1875 Special Printing text and image.
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6¢ Continental Singles Images

1873, 6¢ dull pink with 
“Specimen” handstamp in 
blue (Sc. 159S-B)

1873 6¢ pink Small Die 
Proof on gray card, (159P2)

1873 6¢ Dull Pink (159) 
with clear strike of blue 
Pool Table fancy cancel 
of Chicago

1873 6¢ Dull Pink (159), 
natural straight edge at 
left, tied to small piece 
by perfect strike of blue 
“76” Liberty Bell fancy 
cancel of Concord, N.H.

1873 6¢ Dull Pink (159) 
with New York Foreign 
Mail Fouled Anchor in 
Circle cancel

1873 6¢ Dull Pink (159), 
with bold Indian Head 
fancy cancel

1873 6¢ Dull Pink (159). 
bold strike of Worces-
ter Mass. North-South 
Shaking Hands fancy 
cancel
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1873 6¢ Dull Pink (159) Complete Sheet of 100 
with imprints at top and bottom and natural straight edge at left.
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Additional 1873 6¢ Continental Images

1873 Dull Pink (159) bottom Continental Imprint and No. 21 Plate Block of 12

1873 6¢ Dull Pink (159) horizontal pair and single, the 
left stamp in the pair with huge Jumbo margins, tied by 
two clear strikes of New York Foreign Mail Geometric 
cancel and by red “New York Paid Oct. 21 Sup” Type E 
Supplementary Mail circular datestamp on orange-buff 
cover to Richemont, France, also with French transit 
datestamp, Paris and receiving backstamps.

1873 6¢ Dull Pink single diagonal bisect (Sc. 159a) to pay 
the 3¢ single rate from Lawrenceville, N.Y. to Boston, Mass.

1873 6¢ Dull Pink single (159) on cover to Bellows 
Falls, Vt., with Waterbury maple leaf fancy cancel, 
paying the double rate.
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1875 6¢ Dull Rose Special 
Printing (Sc. 170), without 
gum as issued, intact per-
forations all around, with 
top sheet selvage showing 
large part of imprint

This image comes from the Siegel Auction Galleries sale of the William Gross Col-
lection, the lot also including the informative description that follows.

Stamps from previous issues were printed for the 1875 Centennial Exposition in 
Philadelphia, and were intended both for sale and also to showcase examples of every U.S. 
stamp printed to date. Stamps no longer valid for postage were called Reprints (those with 
original issue dates prior to demonetization—Scott 3, 4, 40-47 and Carrier stamps). Those 
still valid for postage were called Re-Issues (1861 and 1869 Issues). Those printed con-
currently with contemporary designs were called Special Printings. [Emphasis added.]

The Post Office tried to get the original printer to make them where possible. Continental 
Bank Note Co. printed Scott 40-47, 167-177, 180, 181, Carrier, Official and Newspapers 
& Periodicals issues. National Bank Note Co. printed Scott 102-111 and 123-132.

The ungummed 1875 Special Printing stamps were only available from the office 
of the Third Assistant Postmaster General. The Bank Note regular issue, with the same 
designs and gummed, could be obtained from any post office, so far fewer were sold. 
[Despite that, the 6¢ commands the second highest catalog value, $20,000, with only the 
3¢, Sc. 169, higher at $21,500. JFD.]

The only recorded multiples of the 1875 Large Bank Note Continental Special 
Printings are the imprint and plate number strips of four of the 1¢ through 90¢ (Scott 
167-177), which were divided into singles by the Weills sometime after they bought the 
Phillips collection in 1968. 


