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100 Years Ago in Mekeel’s:
Postage Stamps of the Confederate States 

by L. W. Crouch (From Mekeel’s Weekly, September 18, 1909 with images added)
Introduction.—Among the most interesting series of post-

age stamps are those issued by the short-lived Government of 
the Confederate States of America. They are interesting, histori-
cally, as relics of the great American Civil War, which raged for 
four years, and in which England was so nearly involved. They 
are also interesting philatelically, as I hope to prove to you in 
this paper.…

Historical.—One of the causes of the secession of the 
southern states from the United States was the slavery question…
South Carolina was the fi rst state to secede in December, 1860, 
and was quickly followed by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, 
Georgia, and Louisiana, in the order named. The representatives 
of these six states met at Montgomery (Alabama) in February, 
1861, decreed the Constitution of the Confederate States, and 
established a provisional government. Mr. Jefferson Davis and 
Mr. Stephens were elected President and Vice-President respec-
tively of this government on February 9th: the whole assembly 
called itself a Provisional Congress, which was only to last one 
year (see Figures 1 and 2.). 

During this period seven more states joined the confed-
eration, viz.:—Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee (Figure 
3), North Carolina, Kentucky, and Missouri: the seat of the 
government was removed to Richmond (Virginia) on May 
20th, 1861. 

The permanent government was organised in February, 
1862, and Messrs. Jefferson Davis and Stephens were invested 
for six years with the powers they already exercised. They 
were destined never to complete their term of offi ce. All these 
secessions and the formation of this new nation were conducted 
peacefully at fi rst, but the United States could not allow itself to 
be split up with impunity, as to allow one state to secede from the 
main body would be a dangerous precedent. War broke out soon 
after (May, 1861), and was really fought to decide whether or not 
one state was to be permitted to break away from a confederation 
of states. It emphatically decided in the negative. 

It is not necessary here to go into the operations, but suf-
fi ce it to say that after the fortune of war had wavered from one 
side to the other, the Federals obtained the upper hand, the main 
Confederate army was surrounded and captured, and the Union 
was fi rmly established. 

By an Act approved by the Provisional Congress on Feb-
ruary 9th, 1861, it was enacted that all the laws of the United 
States of America, in force and in use in the Confederate States 
of America on November 1st, 1860, and not inconsistent with 
the Constitution of the Confederate States, should be continued 
in force until altered or repealed by the Congress. 

By an Act of Congress, approved March 15th, 1861, entitled 
“An Act to prescribe the rates of postages in the Confederate 
States of America, and for other purposes,” the rates of postage 
were fi xed as follows:—For letters, 5 cents per 1/2 oz. (Figure 

Fig. 1. A U.S. 3¢ Red Star Die entire (Sc. U27) addressed to “The 
President of the Convention of the Seceeded States, Montgomery Ala-
bama” with a Columbia Ten. Feb. 3 (1861) double-circle datestamp. The 
Provisional Confederate Government was formed the following day and 
Jefferson Davis was elected Provisional President on February 9.

Figure 2. A U.S. 3¢ dull red (Sc. 26) tied to a cover to New York City by 
a Mobile Ala. Jan. 12, 1861 double-circle datestamp.  Alabama seceded 
on January 11, the day prior to this cover's mailing date.

Figure 3. A cover addressed to Athens, Tennessee, with a blue “Nashville 
Ten. Jun. 27, 1861” circular datestamp (c.d.s.) and matching “Paid 
5” handstamps. Tennessee’s secession referendum was passed on May 
6, 1861. The popular vote to secede took place on June 8. Although 
Tennessee was admitted into the Confederacy on May 16, it did not 
offi cially enter until the ratifi cation vote on June 24. This cover shows 
the new Confederate rate used a few days after Tennessee’s admission 
was ratifi ed.
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3), if conveyed less than 500 miles; 10 cents per 1/2 oz., if 
conveyed more than that distance; and for drop letters (i.e., 
letters to an address in the same town), 2 cents each (Figure 4); 
for printed matter, various rates per quarter for periodicals sent 
out by the publishers (this rates did not affect the stamps, as 
the amounts were collected quarterly from the publishers, and 
the parcels were not stamped); for other newspapers, circulars, 
etc., under 3 oz. in weight, 2 cents, and 2 cents per oz. over that 

weight; for books, 2 cents per oz.; and for newspapers, circulars, 
&c., posted for delivery only, 1 cent each; the letter registration 
system was repealed. 

This act also enacted that “until postage stamps and stamped 
envelopes can be procured and distributed, the Postmaster-Gen-
eral may order the postage of the Confederacy to be prepaid in 
money, under such rules and regulations as he may adopt.” 

By Section 1 of an Act of Congress approved April 19th, 
1863, the postal rate for letters was increased to 10 cents per 1/2 
oz. for any distance in the Confederate States (Figure 5). 

Mr. John H. Reagan, the Postmaster-General of the Con-
federate States, issued a proclamation to all postmasters, under 
date of May 13th, 1861, requiring them (inter alia) to render to 
the Post Offi ce Department at Washington their fi nal accounts 
and their vouchers for postal receipts and expenditures, up to 
the 31st May, taking care to forward with the said accounts all 
postage stamps and stamped envelopes remaining on hand, be-
longing to the Post Offi ce Department of the United States, in 
order that they might receive the proper credits therefor, in the 
adjustment of their accounts, and to retain in their possession, to 
meet the orders of the Postmaster-General of the United States, 
for the payment of mail service within the Confederate States, 
all revenue which should have accrued from the postal service 
prior to the 1st June, 1861, on which day Mr. Reagan took over 
the entire management of postal affairs. 

The instructions with regard to the return of all the United 
States stamps, do not seem to have been fully carried out, as after 
the war large numbers of remainders were found in the South-
ern post-offi ces. As has been mentioned above, the postage on 
letters was to be paid in money until stamps were obtained and 
issued. This system was found very inconvenient, and several 
postmasters issued stamps of their own, in the same way as the 
postmasters of the United States did prior to the issue of stamps 
by the Government in 1847. With these postmasters’ stamps I 
do not propose to deal, as they form a study by themselves. 
[Figure 6 pictures one of the most famous of all CSA Postmaster 
Provisionals, the Livingston, Ala., 
5¢ blue (Sc. 51X1)—one of only 11 
known examples. Only Livingston 
and Mobile issued stamps with 
a pictorial design. Livingston is 
situated about 130 miles north of 
Mobile. These are the only two CSA 
Postmaster Provisionals that use a 
pictorial design, so it is believed that 
the same printer was responsible for 
both—W. R. Robertson of Mobile, 
whose imprint appears on the Mobile 
lithographic stones.]

The regular stamps were a long time forthcoming, as owing 
to the disturbed state of the country and owing to the fact that 
the South depended on the North for most commodities, paper 
and printing ink were scarce and persons capable of engraving 
and printing stamps scarcer. The diffi culties in this direction 
encountered by the Confederate States Post Offi ce Department 
are best told in the words of the Confederate States Postmaster-
General’s report dated November 27th, 1861.

To Be Continued

Figure 4. 1863 2¢ brown red (Sc. 8) tied by a “Richmond Va. Jun. 2” 
(1864) circular datestamp on a Confederate States Navy Department 
semi-offi cial imprint cover (Dietz Ty. VIII) to Congressman C. Anderson 
in Richmond, showing a Drop rate of the Two-Cent “Red Jack”.

Figure 5. Top, an 1862 5¢ light blue De La Rue printing (Sc 6) tied by 
a “Chattanooga Ten. Jun. 23, 1862” c.d.s. to a cover to Talladega Ala., 
used one week prior to the rate change to 10¢. Bottom, a strip of three 
and pair of the 1862 lithograph 2¢ green (Sc. 3) tied by “Knoxville 
Tenn. Jul. 4, 1862” circular datestamps to a brown homemade cover to 
Lawrenceville, Ga., used four days after the 10¢ rate went into effect.

Figure 6
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The diffi culties in [producing the fi rst CSA General Issues] 
are best told in the words of the Confederate States Postmaster-
General’s report dated November 27th, 1861.

“Propositions were submitted early in March last from par-
ties not residing in the Confederate States to supply them, and 
the Department was led to believe they ought to be obtained by 
the time it could be organised, and prepared to take control of the 
service. But the political changes then going on so rapidly and the 
increasing probabilities of hostilities between the new and the old 
Governments soon rendered the fulfi lment of the fi rst proposition 
to furnish stamps and stamped envelopes impossible. 

“On the 16th March a proposition was submitted by a gentle-
man having the means and capacity for manufacturing them to 
establish a house in the city of Montgomery for that purpose, and 
for the purpose of doing any other engraving, lithographing and 
printing which might be required by the Government. Assurances 
were given him that he should have the contract for furnishing 
stamps and stamped envelopes, and at his request and to facilitate 
the early manufacture of them he was furnished by the Department 
with designs for the various denominations of stamps in order 
that he might complete the necessary engravings by the time his 
presses and other materials could be prepared. He left that city, as 
he said, for the purpose of carrying into effect that enterprise and 
nothing was heard from him afterwards. 

“On the 27th of March the Department advertised for propos-
als for furnishing stamps and stamped envelopes in newspapers in 
the following cities, to wit:—Montgomery, New Orleans, Charles-
ton, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Savannah, Columbus, 
Richmond, Memphis, and Louisville. No proposals in response 
to this advertisement were received from any establishment in the 
then Confederate States. The only proposals made in answer to this 
advertisement were one from Richmond and one from Baltimore 
proposing to furnish lithographed stamps. The proposition from 
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Baltimore was regarded as most favourable, both on account of 
the style of the work proposed to be done and the terms on which 
the supplies were proposed to be furnished. But the collision be-
tween the citizens of that city and the Federal troops on the 20th 
of April and consequent suspension of communication with that 
city prevented further negotiations on the subject.” 

The report goes on to relate several other failures of the De-
partment to obtain satisfactory stamps, and then says: —“Urged 
by the wants of the public, the Department was induced, as a 
temporary expedient, to make arrangements with a lithographic 
establishment in this city (Richmond) for the manufacture of 
lithographed stamps.” Other attempts to get fi nely engraved stamps 
are then related, but the contract with the lithographers brings us 
to the fi rst issue by the Government. 

Issue of 1861.—Messrs. Hoyer & Ludwig, of Richmond 
(Virginia), were the fi rm of lithographers who were contracted with 
for the supply of stamps “as a temporary expedient.” However, 
the Confederate States Post Offi ce Department were nearly a year 
fi nding suitable stamp engravers, and Messrs. Hoyer & Ludwig 
printed all the stamps till at any rate the middle of 1862, with the 
exception of one or two supplies of 1 cent and 5 cents stamps 
which were printed in London. 

There was a great scarcity of paper and printing ink in the 
Confederate States, and the manner in which the contractors ob-
tained the necessary supplies is rather interesting. The Confederate 
States Government contracted for a large supply of paper and enve-
lopes—this stationery was sold by a citizen of New York to a Mr. 
Joel White, a stationer of Montgomery. It was delivered at a certain 
point in Kentucky, whence Mr. White transported it within the 
Confederate lines. The ink employed came at fi rst from the North 
and was run through the blockade via Baltimore and Washington. 
When the United States authorities about those cities became more 
vigilant it came by sea, mostly by way of Charleston. 

The 5 cents (Figure 8) was the fi rst value issued; the Rich-
mond Examiner of October 19th, 1861, gives the date of issue as 
October 18th, 1861. The exact date of issue of the 10 cents (Fig-
ure 9, page 23) is unknown, but was probably about November, 
1861. Major Evans, in his article, places the 2 cents (Figure 10) 
with this fi rst issue, but a report of the Postmaster-General, dated 
February 28th, 1862, says: “Two cents stamps have been very 

Figure 7. With General Issues still not available, this stampless cover 
to Hillsboro, N.C. is docketed “May 1861” with “Petersburg Va. 3cts 
Jun. 1” (1861) c.d.s., the First Day of the CSA postal system. The 
c.d.s. incorporates the old U.S. integral rate of 3 cents with a match-
ing “Paid” straightline handstamp. The  manuscript “5” upper right 
is the C.S.A. rate.

Figure 8. 1861 5¢ olive green, Stone A-B (Sc. 1c) bottom sheet margin 
strip of four with “(H)oyer & Ludwig, Richmond, Va.” imprint. 
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much needed, and it is believed that the 
Department will be able to supply them 
soon,” so March, 1862, is a more probable 
date for this stamp. 

The size of the sheets of these stamps 
is not known, but they were printed 
probably in horizontal rows of 10. At the 
bottom margin of the sheet there appears, 

“Lith. of Hoyer & Ludwig, Richmond, Va.”; on the sheets of the 5 
cents (Figure 8) this is in upright block capitals, on the sheets of 
the 10 cents in small italic block capitals. In the sheets of the 10 
cents the stamp immediately above the beginning of the marginal 
inscription shows a fl aw in the right side of the circular band, one 
of the spike-shaped ornaments being white. 

The 5 cents bears a portrait of President Jefferson Davis. The 
portrait on the 10 cents was, according to Colonel H. St. George 
Offutt, the First Assistant Postmaster-General and chief of the 
Contract Bureau, originally “designed for James Madison, but the 
artist made a caricature of it.” It appears, however, that the portrait 
is really, intended for Thomas Jefferson and was copied from the 
portrait on the United States 5 cents of 1851. 

The Postmaster-General’s report of February 28th, 1862, 
says :— 

“The fi rst postage stamps were delivered to the Department 
under the contract by which it is now supplied, on the 15th of 
October, 1861. Since then 9,289,400 5 cents stamps have been 
received, equal to $464,470.00 and 902,100 10 cents stamps,      
$90,210.00 making in all 10,191,500, $554,680.00” 

As the 5 cents and 10 cents in blue and rose respectively 
were issued in February, 1862, we may take the above fi gures as 
representing approximately the numbers of the 5 cents green and 

10 cents blue supplied by the contractors. 
Both these values are known rouletted, but this is probably 

of a private nature. 
Issue of 1862 (January).—This issue was obtained from 

Messrs. Thomas De La Rue & Co. of London, as the Confederate 
Government were afraid that Messrs. Hoyt & Ludwig would be 
unable to supply a suffi cient quantity of stamps to meet the pub-
lic demands. According to the report of the Postmaster-General, 
dated November 27th, 1861: “On the fi rst day of October a con-
fi dential agent was provided with ample means, and despatched 
to Europe to procure the manufacture of steel dies and plates for 
printing- stamps of the several denominations provided by law, 
and for procuring for use, as soon as practicable, 15 millions of 
stamps, and to forward the dies, plates, and stamps to this city.” 
Another report, dated February 28th, 1862, says: “The Department, 
however, has just received from Europe, under the order referred 
to in my last report (see supra), 2,150,000 5 cents stamps, equal 
to $107,500.” 

Apparently this 
consignment contained 
only 5 cents stamps 
(Figure 11) and no 
plates. Other consign-
ments of 1 cent and 
5 cents stamps were 
despatched later; con-
cerning these Colonel 
Offutt says: “I think 
that at least three plates, 
and about the nominal 
value of 400,000 dol-
lars of printed stamps 
ready for use (among 
which were some of the 

1 cent) were shipped by De La Rue & Co. on a vessel that was 
captured by the United States off the port of Wilmington, N.C., 
and the agent of the Department threw the plates overboard; the 
stamps were captured, but what disposition was made of them I 
never knew. These plates were never recovered, but subsequently 
one plate, denomination 5 cents, and one plate, denomination 1 
cent, were successfully shipped to Richmond, and were, with 
some other matters (the printing press from the same London 
house being among them) sent southward, prior to the evacuation 
of Richmond, in charge of a special agent, with a view to their 
safety in the event of that city being captured, but what became 
of them I do not know.” 

To Be Continued

Figure 10. Left, 1862 2¢ green (Sc. 3); 
above, single tied by manuscript  cancel 
to narrow wrapper band around origi-
nal August 26, 1863, edition of the The 
Tri-Weekly Telegraph newspaper, with 
“Houston Tex. Aug. 26” c.d.s. in margin 
of newspaper.

Fig. 11. 1862 5¢ light blue, De La Rue 
printing (Sc. 6) horizontal pair tied by 
green “Monticello Ga. Sep. 6” c.d.s.
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Figure 9. 1861 10¢ blue, Hoyer & 
Ludwig, Plate Proof on Wove (Sc. 2P5)
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The 1 cent stamp bore a portrait of John C. Calhoun, and the 
5 cents a portrait of Jefferson Davis. The 1 cent was never issued 
owing to a change in the postal rates. Both stamps were printed by 
typography in sheets of 100 stamps in 10 rows of 10. Mr. Coster, in 
the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine for March, 1874, states that the 1 
cent was printed from three stages of the plate, but Major Evans is 
of the opinion that “the differences seem hardly to amount to more 
than might exist between good impressions and poor impressions 
from the same plate.” Colonel Offutt also doubts the accuracy of 
this account. 

Issue of 1862 (February and March). —Although, as above 
mentioned, consignments of 5 cents stamps were obtained from 
London, they did not supersede Messrs. Hoyer & Ludwig’s 

lithographed stamps, but were in use 
concurrently with them. The 2 cents 
had not been issued at the date of the 
Postmaster-General’s report of Febru-
ary 28th, 1862, as above mentioned, but 
must have come out some time in March. 
About February, 1862, the colours of the 
10 cents (Figure 14) and 5 cents (Figure 
15) were changed from blue and green 
to rose and blue respectively. 

The new 2 cents stamp bore a por-
trait of Andrew Jackson, the 5 cents and 
10 cents being, of course, of the same 
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design as those of 1861. The 5 cents and 10 cents were printed from 
the same stones as those of 1861, and the sheets, the size of which 
is unknown, bear the same marginal inscriptions. The 10 cents 
stamp over the fi rst part of the inscription shows the same fl aw. 

The Postmaster-General’s report, dated December 7th, 1863, 
states that 557,200 2 cents stamps, value $11,144.00, were supplied 
between July 1st, 1862, and June 30th, 1863. These must have been 
the lithographed stamps, but we have no record of the number sup-
plied between February 28th, 1862, and June 30th, 1862. 

The 5 cents blue is known rouletted unoffi cially. 
Issue of 1862 (June or July).—This issue consists of a re-issue 

of the lithographed 10 cents in blue. Several theories have been 
propounded for the reason for all these changes of colour, but 
Major Evans’ seems to be the most plausible. He says :— 

“According to Colonel 
Offutt’s original statement, a 
supply of the 5 cents stamps 
made by De La Rue & Co. was 
received and issued before the 
end of 1861; the supply was 
very likely only a small one, as 
dies or electrotypes were being 
sent out. A 5 cents blue, having 
been received from England, it 
would be natural enough to use 

green for the 2 cents, and when 
the fi rst English supply was 
exhausted, and the lithographic 

stone of the 5 cents was again brought into use, it would be equally 
natural to print stamps from it in blue—both because that was the 
colour of what was to be the permanent issue of that value, and 
because there was another value being printed in green. I think we 
may safely assume that the colour of the 10 cents was changed at 
the same time, so as to avoid having two stamps of about the same 
size printed in the same colour. Later still, when a further supply 
of the small 5 cents was received, together, perhaps, with a plate 
for printing them from, it would be safe to return to blue for the 10 

Fig. 15. 1862 Lithograph 5¢ Light milky blue, Stone 3, horizontal pair 
with wide gutter between (Sc. 4b var) tied by clear “Clarksville Va. Jul. 
23” (1862) c.d.s. on home made cover to Baydton Va.Fig. 12. 1¢ orange (Sc. 14) multiple of 

28 stamps or portions of stamps, part 
of approximately 60 stamps that were 
needed to make the envelope of which 
only this cover front remains. It was 
used to Indiana, and bears a manu-
script “Soldiers Letter” (upper left), 
“Old Point Comfort Va” double circle 
c.d.s.,  and “Due 3” handstamp—keep-
ing in mind that the 1¢ stamp was never 
issued for use as postage.

Fig. 13. 1¢ orange, 
Sc. 14

Fig. 14. 10¢ rose, 
Sc. 5

Fig. 16. 10¢ greenish blue, Stone 
Y (Sc. 2e) with above average 
impression for this stamp.
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cents, because the difference in size, and in the general appearance 
of the two stamps, was suffi cient to prevent confusion.” 

The re-issue of the 10 cents in blue may be distinguished from 
the fi rst issue by being printed in a brighter blue and by showing 
a very worn state of the stone (Figures 16 & 17). 

Issue of 1862 (July?).—As has been mentioned above, one or 

more plates for printing 5 cents stamps were sent over to the Con-
federate States by Messrs. De La Rue & Co. The Post Offi ce De-
partment had contracted with Messrs. Archer & Daly of Richmond 
for supplying postage stamps and, accordingly, this fi rm employed 
De La Rue & Co.’s plates for printing the 5 cents stamps. The size 
of the sheets is, of course, exactly the same as of the London im-
pressions, The stamps printed by Messrs. Archer & Daly (Figure 
18) may be recognised by the rough printing; the paper employed is 

quite different 
from that used 
by De La Rue 
& Co., which 
i s  a l w a y s 
glazed. The 
paper used for 
local impres-
sions varies 
considerably 
in thickness. 

A report 
of the Post-
master-Gener-

al, dated December 7th, 1863, gives in a list of “the stamps sup-
plied to postmasters from July 1st, 1862, to June 30th, 1863,” the 
number of 5 cents issued during that period as 37,953,977, value 
$1,897,698.85. Another report dated November 7th, 1864, states 
that 3,626,600 5 cents stamps, value $181,330.00, were supplied 
to postmasters from July 1st, 1863, to June 30th, 1864. This gives 
a total of 41,580,577 5 cents stamps, value $2,079,028.85; whether 
any further supplies were issued I do not know, but probably not. 
As this stamp was fi rst issued about the beginning of July, 1862, 
the above fi gures may be taken to represent the number issued. 

Issue of 1863 (January).—Some time in January, 1863, 
Messrs. Archer & Daly supplied engraved 10 cents stamps for the 
fi rst time. The die for this stamp was engraved by Mr. Archer, who 
had been in the employ of the American Bank Note Company of 
New York, the well-known stamp printers. His specialty was in 

letter and scroll-engraving. This die was the only one engraved 
by him. According to Mr. Corwin, “he was brought to Richmond 
for the express purpose of attending to the engraving on steel of 
the new stamps for the Confederacy, and inasmuch as Mr. Halpin 
had not yet arrived, immediately following his appearance there 
was provided with the proper utensils and dispatched to a quiet 
village, where, in a few weeks, he produced the die of the TEN 
cents blue.” 

The prominent feature of this stamp is the value being ex-
pressed in words “Ten Cents.” The portrait is of Jefferson Davis 

and was engraved from a photo-
graph. 

The size of the sheets of this 
stamp is unknown. [The Scott 2010 
Specialized states one plate of 200 
subjects was prepared. JFD.] A great 
outcry was raised against the portrait, 
and the stamp was soon withdrawn. In 
consequence it is now rather scarce. 

Major Evans lists this stamp on 
laid paper, but it is not now mentioned 
in the catalogues. 

Issue of 1863 (April?).—A new 
die for the 10 cents stamp was prepared owing to the dissatisfaction 
with the die engraved by Mr. Archer. This new die and a die for a 
new value, 20 cents, were engraved by Mr. Halpin, an engraver in 
the employ of Messrs. Archer & Daly. The new 10 cents die bore a 
better portrait of Jefferson Davis and the 
new value thus “10 cents.” The 20 cents 
bore a portrait of Washington. 

The fi rst plate constructed for the 
10 cents showed frame lines around 
each stamp (Figure 20). It is not known 
how many stamps a sheet contained, but 
probably 200 stamps in 2 panes of 100 in 
10 rows of 10. [Scott states one copper 
plate of 100 was prepared.] This plate 
was constructed from the fi rst state of the 
10 cents die, the two states of which will 
be explained under the next issue. One of 
the distinguishing marks of the fi rst state is a fl aw in the lines of 
shading immediately below the bust and over the “E” of “Cents.” 
This fl aw was apparently, repaired on some of the stamps on this 
plate, as specimens of the 10 cents with the rectangular frame are 
known with the fl aw corrected. Apparently there was no marginal 
inscription on the sheets of this stamp. 
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Fig. 17. 10¢ greenish blue, Stone Y (Sc. 2e) tied by “Proctor’s Creek 
Va. Oct. 25, 1862” c.d.s. on Mounted Dragoon patriotic cover to High 
Point N.C.

Fig. 18. July 1862 5¢ blue Local (Richmond) print-
ing (Sc. 7) horizontal pair with red Buck Eye Ga. 
double-line c.d.s.

Fig. 19. 1863 Ten Cents 
blue, Sc. 9

Fig. 20. 1863 10¢ 
Frame Line, Sc. 10

To Be Continued
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The 20 cents stamp was printed in sheets of 200 stamps in 2 
panes of 100 in 10 rows of 10, the panes being placed side by side. 
Under each pane there is a marginal inscription in Old English 
letters, “Archer & Daly, Richmond, Va.” 

The plate of the 10 cents showing the rectangular frame was 
abandoned very soon, and this stamp is extremely scarce. 

A report of the Postmaster-Gen-
eral, dated December 7th, 1863, states that 10,417,700  10  cents  
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stamps,  value $1,041,770.00, were issued from July 1st, 1862, to 
June 30th, 1863. This number must have included the lithographed 
10 cents blue, the TEN cents, the 10 cents with the rectangular 
frame, and probably a few of the common 10 cents. The same 
report states that 95,100 20 cents stamps, value $19,020.00, were 
issued during that time, which small number indicates that this 
value was issued towards the end of that period. Major Evans gives 
the date of issue as 1864, but this report proves that it was about 
April or May, 1863. In another report, dated November 7th, 1864, 
it is stated that 1,833,300 20 cents stamps, value $366,660.00, 
were issued between July 1st, 1863, and June 30th, 1864, but this 
number no doubt includes some printings by Messrs. Keatinge 
& Ball. 

The 20 cents is known divided diagonally and used as a 10 
cents. 

Issue of 1863 (June).—As I have mentioned before, the plate 
of the 10 cents with rectangular frame was abandoned. Four new 
plates were made, two from the fi rst state of the die, and two from 
the fi nished die. These plates were numbered and all used concur-
rently. The two states of the die are usually called dies A and B. 
Die A is distinguished by the incomplete appearance of the corners 
and by the fl aw already described; die B shows the fi nished work 
of the engraver, the corners completed, the fl aw corrected, and 

1863 20¢ green, with “20” on 
Forehead (arrow, Sc. 13 var).

1863 10¢ blue, Die A (Sc, 11), tied by blue “Petersburg Va. Aug. 4” 
c.d.s. on U.S. 3¢ Red Star Die entire (Sc. U26) to Raleigh N.C.

10¢ blue, Hoyer & Lud-
wig Confederate 7-Star 
Flag Lithographed Essay 
(Dietz E-10a)

10¢ milky blue, Die A (Sc. 
11a) tied to piece by red 
“Dunn’s-Rock N.C. Sep. 9, 
1863” c.d.s.

1863 20¢ dark green (Sc. 
13) with partial c.d.s.

Unique matched set of bisects of the same 20¢ stamp, used in 
1864 as 10¢ stamps. Top, tied by  rimless “Brownsville Tex. Dec. 
5” circular date stamp and bottom cover, tied by “San Antonio 
Tex. Dec. 16” c.d.s. Both are addressed to New Braunfels, Texas, 
and originated in Matamoras, Mexico.
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a thin line drawn all around the design; the head had also been 
entirely re-engraved. These four plates all contained 200 stamps 
each in 2 panes of 100 in 10 rows of 10, the panes being placed 
side by side. Below each pane was a marginal inscription and the 
plate number. This inscription was originally “Archer & Daly, 
Bank-Note Engravers, Richmond, Va.” in italics. Portions of this 
were at an early date erased. Plates 1 and 3 are known inscribed 
“Archer” (with a space after it), “Bank-Note Engravers, Richmond, 
Va.,” and plate 4, “Bank-Note Engraver, Richmond, Va, ” with the 
“s” of “Engravers” erased. 

The 2 cents bears a portrait of An-
drew Jackson; the die for this value was 
also engraved by Mr. Halpin. The plate 
contained 200 stamps in 2 panes of 100 
in 10 rows of 10, and apparently bore no 

marginal inscription. 
The 2 cents and 10 cents dies A and B are known on laid 

paper. 
The Postmaster-General’s report, dated November 7th, 1864, 

states that 869,200 2 cents stamps, value $17,384.00, were issued 
between July 1st, 1863, and June 30th, 1864. These, no doubt, 
were all engraved stamps. The same report tells us that 33,450,400 
10 cents stamps, value $3,345,040.00, were also issued during 
that period. This number must have included some printings by 
Keatinge & Ball. 

Issue of 1864.—Sometime in 1864 Messrs. Keatinge & 
Ball of Columbia (South Carolina) obtained the stamp-printing 
contract, doubtless owing to the threatened evacuation of Rich-
mond, and the plates and machinery were handed over to them. 
They used the plates engraved by Archer & Daly, but altered the 
marginal inscriptions. 

They probably did not have occasion to print any 2 cents 
stamps though they may have done so. They altered the marginal 
inscriptions on all four plates of the 10 cents to “KEATINGE & 
BALL, Bank-Note Engravers, COLUMBIA, S.C.,” and erased 
altogether the inscription on the plate of the 20 cents. 

The stamps printed by the Columbia fi rm may be recognised 
by the rough printing and the brown dull gum. The Richmond 
prints are always clear and have almost colourless shiny gum. 

Major Evans chronicles the 10 cents die B on grey-brown 
paper. 

The Perforated Stamps.—All the stamps before described 
were issued imperforate, but we fi nd all the engraved stamps and 
the typographed 5 cents perforated. Mr. Coster says: “In the early 
part of the late war Mr. Offutt (the Assistant Postmaster-General) 
ordered from Messrs. De La Rue & Co. a perforating machine, 

and on its arrival in Rich-
mond he applied it to a few 
sheets of each value for 
the purpose of seeing ’how 
the thing worked’.” These 
perforated sheets were duly issued, though now no copy of the 
perforated 5 cents is known. This perforation gauges 12 1/2. Other 
perforations are known but all these are fraudulent. The unissued 
1 cent is known with a forged perforation. 

Bogus Stamps.—During the war several absolutely bogus 
varieties were printed for sale to col-
lectors. Of these two are in the design 
of the small De La Rue 5 cents but 
with the word “Five” erased and “Ten” 
substituted (shown). One bore the same 
portrait as the genuine. It was printed 
in sheets of 70 in 7 rows of 10. Major 
Evans mentions a sheet in his posses-
sion issued as an advertisement by a 
bookseller at Atlanta. There is printed 
on the back:— “This sheet of stamps 
is presented by The Old Book Store. Is printed from the genuine 
plate captured at the fall of Atlanta on Confederate made paper. 
Stamps of this kind that have passed through the mails are very 
rare, bringing from $10 to $30 each.” These labels are found in 
blue and carmine. 

Another bogus variety is a would-be 10 cents stamp in the 
same design as the last but with a portrait of General Thomas J. 
Jackson, commonly known as “Stonewall” Jackson, the famous 
Confederate general. Several stories have been told as to its origin, 
but there is no doubt that it is absolutely fraudulent. It is said to 
have been printed by Messrs. Hoyer & Ludwig, and is only known 
in carmine, the ink for which colour is said to have been made from 
the juice of “the Pokeberry,” whatever that may be.

Full Retail Stock on csadealer.comFull Retail Stock on csadealer.com
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1863 10¢ blue, Die B, 
perforated (Sc. 12f).

1863 2¢ blue with Fra-
melines, Trial Color Die 
Essay on Wove (Sc. 8 
essay unlisted in Scott or 
Dietz), the only recorded 
example of the 2 Cents 
engraved essay in blue 
with framelines.

1863 2¢ brown red (Sc. 
8) with blue “Minden La. 
Oct.” c.d.s.

1863 10¢ blue, Die B, with Harrison-
burg, Va., or possibly Shenandoah, 
Roulette (Sc. 12 var), tied on piece by 
military fi eld offi ce target cancel.


