
Stamp Specialist:
Victorian Canada–Part 4–The Cents Issues

By Ed Richardson (From the Stamp Specialist Volume 12, The Maroon Book)
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Note: I was unable to find matches to the illustrations in the Specialist. A selection of 1859 Cents stamps and 
usages follow the text on pages 16 and further. JFD.
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The 1859 Cents Issues: The Stamps

Scott 14, used Scott 15 Scott 16
Black brown

Scott 17
Red lilac

Scott 18, note the Six 
Pence in the frame and 
the 12-12¢ in the corners

Scott 19, note the Seven-
teen Cents in the frame 
and the “8d Stg.” [Ster-
ling] in the corners

1859 5¢ Display comprising sixteen stamps showing complete reconstruction of sheet margin imprints, each clearly showing captured 
“American Bank Note Co.” imprint
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10¢ Brownish Purple Trial Color Plate Proof on India (Unitrade 17TCi) sheet of 100 with double “American Bank Note Co. New-York.” imprint on 
each side, affixed to original card backing.  This issue was printed from a single plate of 100 subjects. 

The 1859 Cents Issues: The Stamps, Cont.
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The 1859 Cents Issues: The Stamps, Cont.

1859 5¢ Issue Plate Proof with 
red diagonal Specimen overprint

5¢ Orange Vermilion Trial Color Proof on India (Unitrade 15TC) Top margin 
American Bank Note Company imprint block of six.

1859 17¢ Blue Plate Proof on India (Unitrade 19P) 
horizontal pair with sheet margin at left

1859 1¢ Rose Plate Proof pair, Unitrade 14Pii, 
with Diagonal black “Specimen” Overprint

The 1859 Cents Issues: The Covers

1859 1¢ Rose horizontal pair and 5¢ Vermilion sin-
gle (Sc. 14-15) tied by 1865 Montreal rimless grid 
duplex circular datestamp on yellow registered cover 
with merchant’s corner card, the 1¢ pair paying the 
2¢ registry fee and the 5¢ paying domestic postage.

1859 5¢ Vermilion and 12-1/2¢ Yellow Green (15, 18), horizontal pair of 
each, tied by target handstamp and “London C.W. Oct. 1, 1866” datestamp 
on small pink cover to Amoy, China, with London transit, Hamilton and 
Hong Kong transit backstamps, paying the 35¢ rate to China.
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The 1859 Cents Issues: The Covers, Cont.

1859 5¢ Vermilion (15) tied by grid cancel and “Montreal 
C.E. OC 9 65” c.d.s. on Lymans Clare & Co. Drug Ware-
house all-over illustrated advertising cover to Woodstock, 
Canada West, also with arrival backstamp

1859 10¢ Chocolate Brown (Unitrade 16i) tied by four-ring “17” numeral 
target (Unitrade RF4, “very scarce”) with matching “Ingersoll C.W. 
JY 7 59” rimless circular datestamp at bottom left on large cover front 
only to Chippawa, dated six days after the earliest recorded use (July 1).

1859 10¢ Brown (17b) tied by “Montreal C.E. MY 12, 
’64” duplex cancel on cover from Donald Alexander Smith 
to Hampton Falls N.H., original letter datelined “Cart-
wright Labrador 5th Nov. 1863”, in transit five months so 
probably held during the winter months. From the Robert 
A. Siegel Galleries lot description where this cover was 
found, “Donald Alexander Smith, 1st Baron Strathcona 
and Mount Royal, was one of the richest men in Canada, 
governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company, president of the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad, president of the Bank of Mon-
treal, and Canadian High Commissioner to Great Britain.”

1859 10¢ Red Lilac (17) tied by grid cancel and “Mon-
treal C.E. PM DE 17 67” duplex datestamp on blue 
folded letter dated Montreal, December 13, 1867, from 
Thomas H. Howell to Charles Thorel, “Japan, care of 
J. B. Williams Esqr., 305 Front Street, San Francisco 
Cal.”, with sender’s directive “Via Panama”, the city 
destination “Yokohama” was written by the forwarder 
in San Francisco, who paid 10¢ additional postage for 
the blanket steamship rate to Japan, perfect strike of ma-
genta large “PAID ALL” double-line circle handstamp, 
carried on Pacific Mail Steamship Co. The Canadian 
stamp paid the letter as far as San Francisco.

1859 12-1/2¢ Yellow Green (18) tied by neat strike of “Pe-
terboro C.W. JA 16, 1866” duplex on mourning cover to 
Navan, Ireland, Montreal and receiving backstamps, red 
“Paid Derry Col. Packet JA 30, 1866”. 

1859 12-1/2¢ Yellow Green Perf 12 (18) vertical pair, 
tied by grids on blue cover to Gibraltar, neat “Mon-
treal C.E. AP 25, 1862” c.d.s., red London transit, 
manuscript “Money to pay” crossed out at left.

1859 17¢ blue (19), deep rich color, on small cover 
to England, tied by “London C.W. 1867” grid duplex,  
also with red London “Paid”, very attractive example 
of the single 17¢ rate per Royal Mail Steamer.

To Be Continued


