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Stamp Specialist:
The 6-Cent Lincoln Bank Note Issues, Pt. 3

By George C. Hahn (From the Stamp Specialist Volume 11, The Gray Book)

Note: See page 7 & subsequent for all illustrations added to supplement the this text and photos.
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[See page 7 for hairline change. JFD.]
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1870 6¢ carmine H Grill,
Sc. 137

1869 6¢ ultramarine,
Sc. 1115

6¢ Carmine, 11 x 14 Point Essay 
Grill, Points Down (unlisted 
137-E). Strongly impressed grill, 
without gum, extremely rare and 
possibly unique, believed to 
originate from Charles F. Steel 
(inventor and patent holder for 
grilling device).

6¢ Carmine, 11 x 14 Point 
Essay Grill, Points Up 
(unlisted 137-E). Strongly 
impressed grill, without 
gum, extremely rare and 
possibly unique, believed 
to originate from Charles 
F. Steel for grilling device).

Continental Bank Note Co. 
6¢ Blue “Monroe Doctrine”, 
Frame Only, Large Die Es-
say on India (148-E1a), may 
be unique, submitted in an 
unsuccessful attempt to wrest 
the printing contract from 
National.

6¢ 1870-71 National 
Bank Note Co., Large Die 
Proof on Card (148P1) on 
card with full die sinkage.

6¢ Lincoln, Vignette Only, 
Large Die Essay on India 
(148-E13) showing vi-
gnette and value label at 
bottom, hair brushed for-
ward as in adopted design.

6¢ Lincoln, Large Die 
Essay on India (148-
E11), with hairline be-
fore being changed. See 
page 2.

1870-71, National 
Bank Note without 

grill, Sc. 148

[Above each stamp is a magnified and computer enhanced image 
of the grills as they appear on the face of the stamp. It’s tough 
to see the grills point up, perhaps because of how the scanner 
light hits each stamp. JFD.]

6¢ National Production Illustrations
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Sc. 137 with blue target 
cancel

Sc. 137A I Grill with 
captured “NATIONAL 
BANK N” part imprint 
and completely struck 
blue Chicago Flag cancel

Sc. 137 H. Grill with 
neat Leaf cancel

Sc. 137) H Grill, with 
New York Foreign Mail 
Geometric cancel 

Sc. 137 with clear strike 
of “(ST. JO)HN NB/
(SHIP L)ETTER” two-
line handstamp

Sc. 137 with perfect circle 
of wedges cancel

Sc. 137 H Grill, with bold 
large “S” cancellation

Sc. 137A I. Grill with 
red New York circular 
datestamp

Sc. 148 with “Yokohama, 
Japan May 22” circular 
datestamp

Sc. 148 with red 8-Point 
Solid Star New York 
Foreign Mail cancel

Sc. 148) horizontal pair, each with NYFM Shield 
fancy cancel

1870-71 6¢ National Bank Notes: The Cancellations
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Sc. 148 horizontal strip of three with full “National Bank 
Note Co. New York” imprint in top sheet selvage, tied by 
cork cancels, with “Richmond Va. Nov. 5” (1872) circular 
datestamp and “Registered” framed handstamp on cover 
with printed address to C. E. Hartung (hair and wig deal-
ers) in New York City, also with blue company receiving 
datestamp, paying the 3¢ rate plus 15¢ registry fee.

Sc. 148 tied by bold negative “5” handstamp with 
“New York Feb. 12 2P.M.” (1875) circular datestamp 
on cover originating in Italy to New York and forward-
ed to Columbia S.C., origination postage consists of 
Italy 10c Buff (27), 40c Carmine (31) and 60c Lilac 
(32) tied by “26” in square lozenge, also with “Pisa 
19 Gen 75” circular datestamp, and red New York 
backstamp.

1870-71 6¢ National Bank Notes: The Covers

Sc. 137 H Grill cancelled by blue Star cancel and 
tied by matching “Chicago R.P.O. Aug. 9” circular 
datestamp on 1871 cover to Montreal, Canada, with 
receiving backstamp.

Sc. 137 H Grill, four, two with strong grills, other 
two lightly grilled, tied by circle of wedges cancels, 
with red “New York Paid All Via Eng. & Ostd. Aug. 
16” (1873) circular datestamp on small cover to St. 
Imier, Switzerland, Basel and St. Imier backstamps, 
very scarce 6¢ H Grill franking,

1870-71 2¢ Red Brown, 6¢ Carmine, Grill (Sc. 135, 
137), two 6¢ and one 2¢ for 14¢ total paying the 6¢ 
rate to England and 8¢ registry fee, tied by negative 
“E” cancels, with unreadable New York circular date 
stamp on small June 1873 cover addressed in blue, also 
with red British registry handstamp.


